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March 16, 1918

Dear Pat & Marie,
Just received a letter from the folks. Haven’t had time to write for nearly a week. Was up all last night guarding drafted men’s camp to keep them from leaving There was 140 of us guarding them. At firs they put the drafted men in with the enlisted but that didn’t work very so the keep them separated now. There are almost 100,000 men here now. Nearly 35000 more than were here when I came so you see how fast they are coming in.
Drafted men from all over the U.S. are coming here They shipped in about 200 new aero planes and 150 heavy trucks this week. so you see they are ready to fight.

One of the Officers at Headquarters told me that they needed linemen in France and that I was liable to go any time as soon as they had me toughened up enough to stand the grind.
There is another lineman in the same tent with me He came in on the same train I did and we are

are the only two linemen in our Division of about 2000 men so you see how scarce linemen are. All the rest are Carpenters Mechanics truckdrivers and electricians.
Picked up a horned toad while on guard duty this morning and maybe I will send it home if it lives. We had some rain storm last night and it sure good cold we wore our overcoats and raincoats on guard and then very nearly shook our shoes off. Well So Long the whistles blowing for us to line up.



Bill

